14           NAPOLEON* S CAMPAIGN IN POLAND.

to the Austrian portion.* At the same time, he sounded
that Government on a proposal that it should cede to him
its share of Poland in exchange for Prussian territory in,
Silesia, which had been wrested by Frederick the Great from
Maria Theresa, t The bait was tempting. To his own honour,
and the advantage of Europe, the Emperor of Austria avoided
the snare which was designed to embroil him with Prussia.

For the reasons which have above been stated, Napoleon
also resolved!* not to irritate Eussia by inciting the Poles
subject to her to insurrection, and he, throughout the cam-
paign, restricted his operations in this sense to the Prussian
share of Poland.

To the deputations which approached him at Berlin
and at "Warsaw, he replied vaguely, "France has never
recognised the different partitions of Poland; nevertheless, I
cannot proclaim your independence until you have decided
to defend your rights as a nation with arms in your hands
by every sort of sacrifice, even that of life. You have been
reproached with having, in your continued civil dissensions,
lost sight of the interests of your country. Instructed by
your misfortunes, reunite yourselves and prove to the world
that one spirit animates the whole Polish nation." $

According to de Fezensac, Napoleon was furious with
Murat for forwarding one petition from Warsaw, in which
it was prayed that the Polish kingdom might be reconstituted
under a French general. The Emperor discerned in it the

* To Baron de Comeau the Emperor said, " Poland! so much the worse for
them 1 They have allowed themselves to be partitioned. They are no longer
a nation, they have no public spirit. The nobles are too much, the people too
little. It is a dead body to which life must be restored before making anything
of it. I will make soldiers and officers of them; afterwards I will see. I shall
take Prussia's portion. I shall have Posen and Warsaw, but I will not touch
Cracow, Gallicia, or Wilna " (Comeau, 281).

t Corr. 11,339. Instructing Andreossy, his new Ambassador at Vienna, the
Emperor says he wishes to force nothing; but if Austria would be inclined to
exchange Gallicia for part of Silesia, he is ready to treat, either openly or
secretly. This was early in December, 1306.

t Corr. 11,279, dated 19th November, 1806.